CHAPTER   III

THE SETTLEMENT OF THE BARBARIANS
AND THESPREAD OF CHRISTIANITY

418 Settlement of the Visigoths in Gaul.
443 Temporary settlement of Burgundians in Savoy.
476 Extinction of the Roman Empire in the West.
481-511 Reign of Clovis.

As early as the fifth century the most fundamental bases of the
future nation appear to have been established in Gaul: a fairly
numerous population, living by agriculture and attached to the
soil from of old; and a civilization of Greek and Oriental origin,
narrowed, simplified, and reduced to a Roman form, but com-
patible with a large number of towns, public buildings, and roads;
the general use of Latin, which had become the common tongue,
and of the private law common to the peoples of the ancient world
and expressed in Latin terms; an intellectual culture confined to
the privileged classes and consisting chiefly in the traditions of
rhetoric with a scanty background of knowledge; and religious
practices and beliefs of great antiquity, at variance with a foreign
religion which had not yet permeated the country districts.

These foundations were completed between the fifth and eighth
centuries by the establishment of a new population and the spread
of the Christian religion through the country districts. This is
the period to which has been applied the term cpre-medievals -
a period but little known to us. The barbarians could not write;
we possess no documents in their language in which they could
give direct expression to their sentiments, for all documents were
composed in Latin and by ecclesiastics. These consist of lives of
the saints, intended for the edification of the faithful; chronicles,
almost always of a scanty character; a few collections of formulas
for the conduct of practical business, and a few collections of
letters, rather deficient in facts. The most instructive of them are
the books of customs of the barbarian peoples compiled in the
seventh and eighth centuries, the few authentic acts of the Frankish
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